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ITP Public Notice No. 2026-280 3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy

The 3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy
Call for Participants

Incheon Technopark (ITP) is recruiting participants for the 3rd Incheon University

Consortium Startup Academy, a program designed to discover and support startup ideas

from young people enrolled at universities in the Incheon area.

We warmly welcome the participation of Incheon-area university students with creative ideas.

May 11, 2026

President, Incheon Technopark

1. Program Overview

Program L .
The 3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy
Name
Host Incheon Technopark (ITP)
Theme Creative startup ideas that improve the quality of life for Incheon citizens
Eligibility Young people currently enrolled at one of 13 universities in Incheon as of
igibili
9 the announcement date (students on leave and graduate students included)
» General Track: 130 undergraduates (10 per university)
Tracks

» Club Track: 13 teams (1 team per university, 3-5 members each)

Application » General Track: From announcement date to Friday, June 5, 2026
Period » Club Track: From announcement date to Friday, May 22, 2026

O Eligibility & Restrictions

O Eligible universities (13): Kyungin Women's University, Yonsei University, Incheon Catholic University,
Incheon National University, Inha Technical College, Inha University, Jaeneung University,
Chungwoon University, Korea Polytechnic Il, SUNY Korea, George Mason University Korea,
Ghent University Global Campus, and University of Utah Asia Campus

O Master's and doctoral students, as well as existing entrepreneurs, may participate
(applies to both tracks)

O Item restriction: Teams whose idea has won an award or been selected for a government-funded

program with the same item within the past 2 years are not eligible (applies to both tracks).
- ‘I -



ITP Public Notice No. 2026-280

3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy

O Re-participation restrictions:

- General Track: Applicants who advanced to Stage 2 (Startup Stepping Stone) of the 1st or 2nd

Startup Academy are not eligible.

- Club Track: Teams that participated in the 2nd Startup Academy are not eligible.

[0 Key Benefits

T+ General Track (Mixed-University Teams) Club Track
Discover creative, innovative ideas and . .
.| Identify club teams with strong
strengthen employment / entrepreneurship o )
Purpose o commercialization potential and lay
capabilities through cross-university . )
. . practical foundations for startup growth
collaboration and networking
Pre-program capacity-building consulting
Full-cycle support across the 3-stage program | i
i linked to the RISE program, in-depth
(© Startup Camp — @ Startup Stepping . .
] » mentoring matched with Incheon-based
Suppor | Stone — ® Startup Pitch Competition), .
. . . . accelerators (ACs), business model
including team-building, training, and . )
. refinement, and entry into the Startup
mentoring . .
Pitch Competition
Prize money
(all participating teams receive an award)
Winners' | , site visit to Japan IT Week Osaka 2026 | Prize money
Benefits | (tue, Nov 17 - Fri, Nov 20, 2026 ; Grand Prize (all participating teams receive an award)
and Excellence Award teams)
* Schedule subject to change.

2. Program Stages

O [Pre-Stage] Club Capacity-Building Program

Period

Target

Content

May — June 2026

Club Track teams composed entirely of undergraduate students

X Teams that include even one graduate student or existing entrepreneur are

NOT eligible to apply

5 one-on-one tailored consulting sessions per team / Focused on building

foundational entrepreneurship skills
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O [Stage 1] Startup Camp

Date

Venue

Target

Program

Benefits

July 8 (Wed) — 10 (Fri), 2026 / 2 nights, 3 days

POSCO Global R&D Center (100 Songdo-gwahak-ro, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon)

General Track: 130 students / Club Track: 13 teams

» General Track: After teams are formed by major and strengths during
pre-camp orientation, the camp itself focuses on intensive training:

@ Idea discovery and problem definition @ Solution development and refinement
® Final pitch and closing ceremony

» Club Track: AC matching and networking, accelerating program briefing

(1-day participation)

Attendance credit and certificate of completion awarded for the camp period
13 teams with the strongest ideas (out of 20 General Track teams) advance to
the next stage

[ [Stage 2] Startup Stepping Stone

Period

Target

Program

Performance

Review

July — September 2026 (approx. 3 months)
13 General Track teams with top ideas + 13 Club Track teams

Each team is matched with an Incheon-based accelerator (AC) for hands-on
accelerating support:

» Mentoring: 5 required sessions + flexible additional sessions based on team
progress

» AC Support: Item / business model refinement and assistance with the
business plan

» Incheon City & Incheon TP: Startup education, seminars, consulting, and
workspace

» Activity expenses and market validation funds provided per team

September 2026 — Presentation of refined results and expert feedback
(Stage 2 outcomes contribute a 'Growth Bonus' of 3 points to Stage 3 evaluation)
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3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy

O [Stage 3] Startup Pitch Competition

Date October 14 (Wed) — 15 (Thu), 2026
Venue Songdo Convensia * Side event of Incheon Startup Week SURF
Target 13 General Track teams with top ideas + 13 Club Track teams
Main . o . .
. Pitching and judging / promotional booths / award ceremony / networking
Activities
O A& LY
Excellence Outstandin Outstandin
Grand Prize 9 9
Award Award Award
Prize 1 team 1 team 3 teams 7 teams
(KRW 2,000,000) | (KRW 1,000,000) | (KRW 700,000 each) | (KRW 500,000 each)
General Track
Mixed-Uni i
(Mixed-University) Mayor of Incheon Award IGC CEO Award IrTchec‘m P
Honor President's Award
(3 teams) (3 teams)
(7 teams)
Prize 1 team 1 team 2 team 9 teams
(KRW 3,000,000) | (KRW 2,000,000) | (KRW 1,000000 ead) | (KRW 700,000 each)
lub Track
(LIGAEE Incheon TP
Mayor of Incheon Award .
Honor President's Award
(4 teams)
(9 teams)

X Prize amounts are subject to change depending on budget. As a rule, all participating teams will receive an award

[0 Award Benefits

Common

General Track

Investment review and support linked to the Incheon University Youth Startup

Fund (KRW 51.02 billion)

Japan IT Week Osaka 2026 (INTEX Osaka, Japan)

» Exhibition: November 18 (Wed) — 20 (Fri), 2026
» Trip dates: November 17 (Tue) — 20 (Fri), 2026 (3 nights, 4 days)

» Eligible: Grand Prize and Excellence Award teams of the General Track +

each team's matched AC, etc.

* Schedule subject to change.
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O Follow-up Program (Government Funding Prep Track)

Program . . .
Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy 'Plan-Up' Program
Name
- Strengthen capacity to apply for government-funded programs, refine business
urpose
i plans, and build a foundation for sustainable startup outcomes
Period November 2026 — January 2027 (approx. 3 months)
o Startup Academy participants who genuinely intend to launch their own
Eligibility )
business
One-on-one tailored mentoring with experts in entrepreneurship and
Format e
commercialization
» Refining the startup item and clearly defining the underlying problem
» Market analysis and business model design
Content

» Commercialization strategy and growth direction

» Comprehensive review of the business plan

3. Application & Selection

0 Application Period
General Track From the announcement date to Friday, June 5, 2026

Club Track | From the announcement date to Friday, May 22, 2026

O How to apply: Submit your application by email to the contact person at your university (see Attachment)

O Required documents: Application form (1 copy); Personal Information Consent Form & Pledge (1 copy)

] Selection Process

O Selection process: Each university's contact person screens applicants, followed by a written evaluation.
O Evaluation criteria: Innovativeness of the startup idea, passion for entrepreneurship, etc.
O General Track: Up to 10 students per university / 130 selected in total.

O Club Track: 1 team per university / 13 teams selected in total.
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4. Important Notes

1. The schedule is subject to change; any changes will be announced separately.

2. General Track applicants apply individually and form teams with students from other universities

through the team-building program.

3. Re-participation in the same track (General / Club) is restricted for past participants — General
Track applicants who reached Stage 2 of the 1st or 2nd Startup Academy, or Club Track teams
that participated in the 2nd Startup Academy.

4. Applications using the same or a similar item that has won an award or been selected for
another program in the past 2 years may be restricted; if discovered after submission, this may
result in cancellation of the application, disqualification, or recovery of any prizes awarded.

5. Basic rights to the submitted ideas remain with the applicant. However, ideas may be used for
promotion, events, or exhibitions by the host organization, and may be modified or adapted as
necessary.

6. If an applicant is later found to have infringed a third party's intellectual property rights, the

award will be revoked, and the applicant will bear sole civil and criminal liability.
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[Attachment] Application Contacts

Institution / University Application Email Contact
1 incheon Technopark . +82-32-858-6592
(Program inquiries)
2 Kyoungin Women's University river023@kiwu.ac.kr +82-32-540-0046
3 Yonsei University hk_kim@yonsei.ac.kr +82-32-749-3454
4 Incheon Catholic University triumph190@iccu.ac.kr +82-32-830-7094
5 Incheon National University cwon@inu.ac.kr +82-32-835-9879
6 Inha Technical College eunjung@inhatc.ac.kr +82-32-870-2725
7 Inha University kej@inha.ac.kr +82-32-860-9239
8 Jaeneung University jinbbc@jeiu.ac.kr +82-32-890-7762
9 Chungwoon University seoh2@chungwoon.ac.kr +82-41-630-3410
10 Korea Polytechnic I kopo2sanhak@hanmail.net +82-32-510-2144
17 | SUNY Korea(State University of research@sunykorea.ac.kr +82-32-626-1704
New York, Korea)
12 George Mason University Korea ciekorea@gmu.edu +82-32-626-5151
13 Ghent University Global Campus jieun.lee@ghent.ac.kr +82-32-626-4148
14 University of Utah Asia Campus yunah.cho@utah.edu +82-32-626-6901
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The 3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy
Application Forms

This package includes application forms for the General Track (Attachment 1),
Club Track (Attachment 2), PRE-START Consulting (Attachment 3),

and the Personal Information Consent Form & Pledge (Attachment 4).

Please complete the relevant form(s) and submit them

to your university's contact person by email.

Application Form (General Individual applicants applying to the
Attachment 1 For
Track) General Track

Teams applying to the Club Track
a1 [l Pl Application Form (Club Track) For (each member must submit Attachment
4 individually)

. Club Track teams composed entirely of
PRE-START Consulting

L. For undergraduates who wish to join the
Application Form

PRE-START program
Personal Information Consent All applicants — must be completed

Attachment 4 For
Form & Pledge (Common) individually



[Attachment 1] Application Form (General Track)

3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy —

General Track Application

Full Name

Gender

Affiliation

Enroliment

Status
Phone

Number
Emergency

Contact

Startup

Experience

Areas of

Interest

(multiple choices
allowed)

Skills &
Certifications

Preferred

Role in Team
(multiple choices

allowed)
Collaboration

Style

Korean
Proficiency

Describe
Yourself in
One Line

Hong Gil-dong D;:rethd 2000. 12. 31.

Program [ Undergraduate
[[Male []Female L:lel [ Maste?’s [ Doctoral
( ) University ( ) Department Year ( )
[~ Enrolled [~ On Leave R':::e::e e.g. Yeonsu-gu, Incheon
+82-10-1234-5678 E-mail blossom@itp.or.kr
+82-10-9876-5432 Relationship eg. Parent
Startup camp experience [ Yes | No
Startup club experience [ Yes | No
Actual startup experience ~ Yes [~ No

(including business registration)

[ IT-Communications [ Electrical-Electronics [ Mechanical-Materials

[~ Energy-Resources [ Chemical-Textile [~ Craft-Design

[ Bio-Healthcare [ Other ( )

[ Yes (Skill / Certification name: )
— No

[ Planner [ Developer [ Designer [ Marketer [~ Sales

[ Other ¢ )

[ Quiet and focused [~ Proactively shares ideas
[ Mediates and coordinates
[~ Basic (simple conversation) [~ Intermediate (business communication)

[ Advanced (near-native)

Language certification (if any):

X This will be used for team-matching. Feel free to describe your strengths, personality,
and attitude toward entrepreneurship.



Product / Service Name:

Startup Idea

X Please describe a creative startup idea that improves the quality of life for Incheon citizens.
(e.g. A real-time restroom availability app, an AR cultural tour for international visitors in Incheon, etc.)

Product / X Briefly describe the core features, target users, and use cases. A simple sketch or
Service diagram may be included.
Description

X L. % What makes this idea different from existing services? Why should this idea stand out?
Differentiation

X Share what sparked your interest in entrepreneurship, the goals you hope to achieve,
Entrepreneurial

L. and what you expect to gain from this Academy.
Aspirations

| confirm that the information above is accurate

and submit this application along with the required documents.

Date: 2026.
Applicant: (Signature)

To: President, Incheon Technopark

X Required documents:
- Personal Information Consent Form (1 copy, Attachment 4)

- Pledge Form (1 copy, Attachment 4)



[Attachment 2] Application Form (Club Track)

3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy —
Club Track Application

Club Name University

Team Representative

. Date of
Full Name  Hong Gil-dong . 2000. 12. 31.
Birth
Program [ Undergraduate
Male Female
EIES A B Level [ Master's | Doctoral

Affiliation ( ) University ( ) Department Year ( )

Enrollment [ Enrolled [ On Leave Arfza of e.g. Yeonsu-qu, Incheon

Status Residence

Phone . )

+82-10-1234-5678 E-mail blossom@itp.or.kr
Number
Emergen
gency +82-10-9876-5432 Relationship eg. Parent
Contact

© Team Members

Department Gender
1 M [ F
2 T M [ F
3 T M [ F
4 T M [ F
T [~ IT-Communications [ Electrical-Electronics [~ Mechanical-Materials
Category 1~ Energy-Resources [~ Chemical-Textile [~ Craft-Design
(multiple choices
allowed) [ Bio-Healthcare [ Other ( )
[~ Seed (Basic) Idea ideation stage — defining the problem and exploring solutions

Sl [~ Step-up (Intermediate) Idea in hand — initial business model being developed
Stage of

Development [~ Jump-up (Advanced) Idea fully defined — prototype or MVP in development

X This information will be used for PRE-START consulting track assignment.

Club Item

Product / Service Name:
Name




Item
Summary
(within 500
characters)

Activity
History

Purpose &
Expected
Outcomes

PRE-START
Consulting
Application

X Briefly describe the core features, target users, and use cases (a simple sketch may be included).
e.g. '000 App is a service that provides ~~~'

X Club activity duration: O years O months / Ongoing activities (if any):

X Briefly describe why your team is applying and what you hope to achieve through this Academy.

[~ Yes, | would like to apply [~ No

X The Startup Club [PRE-START] Capacity-Building Consulting is scheduled for May—June
2026. Only teams composed entirely of undergraduate members are eligible to apply.
(Teams that include even one graduate student or existing entrepreneur are not eligible.)
Teams wishing to participate must submit a separate application form (Attachment 3).

| confirm that the information above is accurate

and submit this application along with the required documents.

Date: 2026.
Applicant: (Signature)

To: President, Incheon Technopark

X Required documents (each team member must submit individually):

- Personal Information Consent Form (1 copy)

- Pledge Form (1 copy)
- [If applying for PRE-START] PRE-START Consulting Application Form (Attachment 3)



[Attachment 3] PRE-START Capacity-Building Consulting Application Form (Club Track)

3rd Incheon University Consortium Startup Academy
Startup Club [PRE-START] Capacity-Building Consulting

The PRE-START Consulting program provides Club Track teams composed entirely of
undergraduate members with 5 sessions of personalized 1:1 consulting from May to June
2026, to build capacity before entering the main accelerating stage.

X Submit together with the Club Track Application Form. Open to interested teams only

1. Program Overview

Program . - .

Startup Club [PRE-START] Capacity-Building Consulting
Name
Period May — June 2026 (5 sessions total, approx. 2 hours each)

Club Track teams of the 3rd Startup Academy composed entirely of
Target undergraduate members (up to 13 teams)

X Teams that include even one graduate student or existing entrepreneur are not eligible.
Partner Incheon AC Association — specialized accelerators and industry experts

1:1 dedicated expert matching per team / Flexible in-person or online sessions
Format (accommodating academic schedules)

Track Seed (Basic) / Step-up (Intermediate) / Jump-up (Advanced)
Structure — Automatically assigned after a pre-consulting capability assessment

2. Track Guide

Track 1 Seed (Basic) — Idea Ideation Stage

For: Teams that are brainstorming or whose problem definition is not yet clearly articulated
- Idea discovery and problem definition

- Persona setting and solution exploration

- Building foundational skills to enter Stage 2 (Startup Stepping Stone)

Track 2 Step-up (Intermediate) — Business Model Development Stage
For: Teams that have an idea but whose business model is still at an early stage
- Business model canvas design and market / customer analysis

- TAM-SAM-SOM analysis and hypothesis validation

- Revenue model and marketing strategy development

Track 3 Jump-up (Advanced) — Iitem Refinement / Prototype Stage

For: Teams with a well-defined item or in the prototype / MVP development phase
- Business plan structure refinement and differentiation strategy

- IR storytelling and pitch deck design

- Final pitch rehearsal and Q&A preparation




"Startup Club [PRE-START] Capacity-Building Consulting"

Application Form

Club Name

Representative's

Name

E-mail

Team
Composition
Confirmation

Item
Summary
(within 200

characters)

Item
Category
(multiple choices
allowed)

Current
Stage of
Development

Preferred
Expert Field

(multiple choices
allowed)

Current
Biggest
Challenge

University

Phone
Number

Team Size Jotal: (all undergraduates)

[ | confirm that our team is composed entirely of undergraduate members

X Teams with even one graduate student or existing entrepreneur are not eligible for PRE-START
Consulting

Product / Service Name:

X Briefly describe the core features, target users, and use cases (a sketch may be included).

[ IT-Communications [ Electrical-Electronics [ Mechanical-Materials
[~ Energy-Resources [~ Chemical-Textile [~ Craft-Design
[ Bio-Healthcare [ Other ( )

[~ Seed (Basic) Idea ideation stage — defining the problem and exploring solutions
[~ Step-up (Intermediate) Idea in hand — initial business model being developed
[ Jump-up (Advanced) Idea fully defined — prototype or MVP in development
[ IT-SW [ HW-Manufacturing [ Bio-Healthcare

[~ Marketing-Branding [~ Investment-Finance [ LegalIP

[ Global-Export [~ Other ( )

% Describe the most pressing challenge your team currently faces. This will inform the
consulting session design.



[~ Weekday morning [~ Weekday afternoon
Available

Schedule | Weekday evening [~ Weekend
(multiple choices

Availability for

allowed) . . [~ In-person available [~ Online only [~ Either
IN-person sessions:

X Describe the goals or outcomes your team hopes to achieve through the PRE-START

Consultin
9 Consulting program.

Expectations

| confirm that the information above is accurate and submit this application accordingly.

Date: 2026.
Applicant: (Signature)

To: President, Incheon Technopark

Please submit this form together with the Club Track Application Form
to your university contact person's email.

Submission deadline: May 22, 2026 (Fri) | Contact: Your university contact person or Incheon Technopark




[Attachment 4] Personal Information Consent Form & Pledge

Personal Information Collection and Use Consent Form

Incheon Technopark, the operating institution of the Incheon University Consortium
Startup Academy, is committed to complying with the Personal Information Protection
Act and relevant regulations. Please note that refusing to consent to the collection of

personal information will result in the application not being completed.
1. Purpose of Collection and Use: Application and participant management for the
Startup Academy, selection of award recipients, etc.

2. Recipient of Personal Information: The applicant's university, and the host /

operating institution of the Startup Academy

3. Purpose of Use: Management of applicants and award recipients; information on

and support for relevant programs

4. Items of Personal Information Collected: Name, address, phone number, date of
birth, email address, institutional affiliation, award records, and other identifying

information

5. Right to Refuse Consent: Applicants have the right to refuse consent. However,

refusal will result in exclusion from participation in the Startup Academy.

6. Provision to Third Parties: Collected personal information will not be provided to

third parties beyond what is necessary for the operation of the competition.

I have read and understood the above, and | hereby consent to the collection and

use of my personal information.
Date: 2026.
Applicant: (Signature)

To: President, Incheon Technopark




Startup Academy Participation Pledge

» | have thoroughly reviewed the announcement and all relevant guidelines, and |

will actively cooperate to ensure the smooth operation of the Academy.

» The idea | am submitting to this Academy has not won any award in another
startup competition under the same or a similar concept. If this is found to be
untrue, | agree to cancellation of my application, disqualification, or recovery of

any prizes awarded.

» | consent to the possibility that my startup idea and presentation may be
photographed or filmed during the Academy, and that such content may be

used in media, promotions, or public disclosures.

» | will not raise any objection to the judging results and will participate in the

Academy in a fair and honest manner.

» | will submit only factual information. If any submitted content is found to be

false, | accept that | may be disqualified from this and future programs.

» | accept full legal responsibility for any disputes related to intellectual property

or other award-related matters.

» | accept legal and moral responsibility if | spread any unverified information

related to the Academy.

X Applications submitted without this Pledge will not be accepted.

I have read and fully understood the above, and | pledge to comply with all stated terms.

Date: 2026.
Applicant: (Signature)

To: President, Incheon Technopark






